
For Cendan Dillon 

— THE AXE FORGETS — 
Concerto for Timpani and Orchestra 

Graham Lazorchak 
(2026) 





— Instrumentation — 
  
     2 Flutes 
     Piccolo (Flute 3) 
     2 Oboes 
     English Horn 
     2 Clarinets in Bb 
     Bass Clarinet in Bb 
     2 Bassoons 
     Contrabassoon 

     4 Horns in F 
     3 Trumpets in C 
     2 Trombones 
     Bass Trombone 
     Tuba 

     Percussion 1 
      (Bass Drum, Xylophone, Vibraphone, Cabasa) 
     Percussion 2 
      (Tam-Tam, Suspended Cymbal, Trashy Stack, 
      Glockenspiel, Crotales, Crash Cymbals) 

     Harp 

     Timpani  (Solo) 

     Violin I 
     Violin II 
     Viola 
     Violoncello 
     Contrabass 

— Movements — 

     I. The Tree Remembers 
     II. Metal and Wheels 
     III. Rhythm Aria 



— Program Note — 

When Cendan Dillon and I !rst discussed the possibility of writing a timpani concerto together, we were 

immediately on the same page. We wanted a piece that was melodic, sometimes bordering on Romantic, 

but with a few technical moments requiring fast retunings, and an overarching fantastical mood. While the 

piece changed over the course of its development, it never strayed far from those early core ideals. 

I decided the piece needed a conceit, a reason for writing music with such a prominent timpani part. I 

imagined the timpani soloist as the war drums of trees, an image drawn from a shared love of Tolkien and 

the threat of the climate crisis. Tolkien was responding to the industrialization of the English countryside, 

but his words ring just as true now as they did when he penned them. 

— Performance Notes — 

At no time should the music feel self-aware of ironic. 

The timpanist should feel free to experiment with a range of mallets and damping techniques. 

The “trashy stack” used by Percussion 2 in the second movement should be fairly loose. 2 or 3 cymbals are 

recommended. Do not use cymbals with jingles or rivets. Crotales passages may be played on glockenspiel 

instead if desired. 

The Axe Forgets was originally written for timpanist Cendan Dillon.
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